THE   KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS
properties to the military Orders, who had difficulty in
finding sufficient brethren even to man the garrisons. Both
the Temple and the Hospital had been eager for the assault
on Egypt, but now they resumed their attempts to conclude
peace treaties with the infidels. Egypt and Damascus, the
two great enemies, were at war, but several of the minor
princes led their forces into Christian territory. The Orders
lost heavily in these raids, but the real fear was of a great
campaign by Egypt to clear all the Franks from the East,
a campaign which had only been postponed until the
Damascus rebellion was crushed by Egypt.
Four years after the departure of St. Louis, the Franks
were thrown into panic by an invasion, but it was an invasion
not from Egypt, but from Persia. When the Mongols from
Persia swept into the Holy Land, the Franks prophesied
that the Latin states would be crushed unless assistance were
sent from the West. The renewed appeals aroused little
interest in Europe, but the invaders turned out to be no
menace to the Christians. The Mongols looked on the
Moslems as their enemies and their conquests were made in
infidel territory. In 1260 they reduced the mighty
Damascus and their eyes were set on the possession of Egypt.
The Franks were little more than spectators of the contest
that then raged. The Sultan sent the Mameluke Bibars, the
general who had defeated St. Louis at Mansourah, to face
the Mongols, and the victory went to the Egyptians. Bibars
was dissatisfied with the reward given to him for his services,
and he successfully planned the murder of the Sultan,
mounting the throne of the country in which he had once
been one of the meanest slaves.
Bibars vowed to drive the Franks from Syria, but for two
years he was engaged in pacifying his empire. In 1262, by
which time his iron rule had been imposed on Moslem Syria
as well as Egypt, he marched into Antioch with an army
which believed itself to be fighting a holy war. Fanaticism